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APUSH Back-to-School Assignment

***This entire summer assignment can be found on Ms. Finley’s website, Coach

Austin’s website, the AHS school website, and in the counselor’s office.***

This whole assignment shouldn’t take more than a few hours (3-4). The map and 2

charts should be completed based on your reading notes- so it is a review of information

you just read, not new information. The Article Review is to check for understanding of

the article, so it shouldn 't take more than an hour.

1. Read the first chapter of the textbook and complete the ENTIRE reading guide. A
copy of the chapter can be found on Ms. Finley’s or Coach Austin’s website- it is
called “A New World of Many Cultures”.

Google “Coach Austin Teaches History” or to go www.jenniferfinley.weebly.com
e The password for Ms. Finley’s website is APUSH123

The copy of the summer assignment along with a PDF of the chapter will be on the
website.

*If you’d like to purchase a copy of the book we’ll be using, it’s called “United
States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination” or
APUSH Amsco. Make sure it’s the 2015 edition or later. You can find it online
(Amsco Publishing website or Amazon) for about $25

You do NOT have to purchase it- copies of every chapter will be on our website
and there are a limited number of books that can be checked out to students
throughout the year

2. Complete the Native American Cultures Map and the Colonization chart included
in the packet using the Chapter 1 reading.

3. Read the article (also on the website) entitled “The Kaleidoscope of Early America”
and complete an Article Review which is included in the packet.

4. All of this will be due the first day of class for a quiz grade. You will have a quiz
over the first chapter during the first week of school.

***This entire summer assignment can be found on Ms. Finley’s website, Coach

Austin’s website, the AHS school website, and in the counselor’s office.***



http://www.jenniferfinley.weebly.com/

THIS IS A TRADITIONAL & OPTIONAL ASSIGNMENT... IT MUST BE PRINTED AND COMPLETED IN INK!

Name: Class Period:

Guided Reading & Analysis: A New World
Chapter 1- A New World of Many Cultures, 1491-1607, pp 1-13

Due Date:  / /

Purpose:

This guide is not only a place to record notes as you read, but also to provide a place and structure for
reflections and analysis using your noggin (thinking skills) with new knowledge gained from the

reading. This guide, if completed in its entirety BOP (Beginning of Period) by the due date, can be
used on the first quiz as well as earn up to 10 bonus  points. The benefits of such activities, however,

DON'T 100K, NOW

BUT YOURE BEING

go far beyond quiz help and bonus points. © Mastery of the course and AP exam await all who
choose to process the information as they read/receive. This is an optional assignment.

So... young Jedi... what is your choice? Do? Or do not? There is no try.
(Image Source: Adventure Tales.com)

Directions:
1. Pre-Read: Read the prompts/questions within this guide before you read the chapter.
2. Skim:

Flip through the chapter and note titles and subtitles. Look at images and read captions. Get a feel for the content you are about to read.
3. Read/Analyze: Read the chapter. If you have your own copy of AMSCO, Highlight key events and people as you read. Remember, the goal is not to “fish” for a

specific answer(s) to reading guide questions, but to consider questions in order to critically understand what you read!

4.  Write

Key Concepts FOR PERIOD 1:

NOTE: College Board released revisions to the APUSH framework July of 2015. The key concepts and objectives addressed in your texts reflect the 2014

Write your notes and analysis in the spaces provided OR complete digitally on Canvas. If you are completing paper copy, complete it in INK!

version of the framework. This guide includes the 2015 revisions to the key concepts. In general, the expectations are not that different. College Board

simply sought to clarify and simplify the expectations.

Key Concept 1.1: As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over time, they developed
distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse environments.

Key Concept 1.2: Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian Exchange and
significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean.

SECTION 1 - Period Perspectives, p.1

Consider the data in the chart at right as well as page 1 of
the text when completing this section.

1. Period 1 begins with 1491. If the American Indian population in
what is now the United States was nearly 10 million before 1492,
why is the United States population in modern times only 2 to 3%
American Indian?

2. Period 1 ends with the establishment of Jamestown, the first
permanent British settlement in North America. Explain why
1607 is a major turning point in United States history.

Figure 2.
Fifteen Largest Ancestries: 2000

(In millions. Percent of total population in parentheses.

Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protection,
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
www.census.gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sf3.pdf)

German (15.2%) | '
Irish (10.8%) | 30.5
African American (8.8% L] 249
English (8.7%) [l 2455
American (7.2%) 20.2
Mexican (6.5% [ 184
Italian 5.6%) | |15.6
Polish 3.2% [ |
French 3.09%) || 83
American Indian (2.8%) [ ] 7.9
Scottish (1.7%) || 4.9
Dutch (1.6%) [ | 4.5
Norwegian (1.6%) \_‘ 4.5
Scotch-Irish (1.5%) [ 4.3
swedish (1.4%) [ 4.0

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulation.

42.8




SECTION 2 Guided Reading, pp 2-13
As you read the chapter, jot down your notes in the middle column. Consider your notes to be elaborations on the Objectives and Main Ideas presented in the left

column. When you finish reading the section and taking notes, process and analyze what you read by answering the question in the right hand column. You do not
need to write in complete sentences.

3. Cultures pp 2-5

Key Concepts &
Main Ideas

Notes

Analysis

Before the arrival of
Europeans, native
populations in North
America developed a wide
variety of social, political,
and economic structures
based in part on
interactions with the
environment and each
other.

As settlers migrated and
settled across the vast
expanse of North America
over time, they developed
quite different and
increasingly complex
societies by adapting to
and transforming their
diverse environments.

Cultures of Central and South America...

Cultures of North America...

Language...

Southwest Settlements...

Northwest Settlements...

Great Plains...

Midwest Settlements...

Northeast Settlements...

Atlantic Seaboard Settlements...

In what ways did native peoples transform North
American environment before European colonization?
(list)

a.

b.

c.

d.

Identify one key similarity and one key difference
between societies that developed in Central and South

America to those that developed in North America.

Similarity:

Difference:

Explain the significance of the difference between
Central /South America and North America.

4. Europe Moves Toward Exploration, pp 5-6

Key Concepts &
Main Ideas

Notes

Analysis

New technology,
new knowledge,
and new goals
spurred European
exploration.

Improvements in technology...

Religious conflict...

Identify the key difference between Viking voyages of the 12t century to that
of Columbus in the 15t century.

How did new technology enable Christopher Columbus to dominate the
“New World?”

What was the impact of the Catholic victory in Spain and the European
Reformation on North America?




5. Expanding Trade, pp 6-7

Key Concepts &
Main Ideas Notes Analysis
New Routes... List three main effects of Europe’s expanding trade

Economic motives in the 15 century.
drove exploration, a
and “discovery” Slave Trading...
altered the b.
European, African,
and America c.

. African Resistance...
economically,
politically, and Which effect was most significant? Explain your
culturally. answer.

Developing Nation-States...

6. Early Explorations, pp 7-10

Key Concepts &
Main Ideas

Notes

Analysis

European overseas
expansion resulted in
the Columbian
Exchange, a series of
interactions and
adaptations among
societies across the
Atlantic.

The arrival of
Europeans in the
Western Hemisphere
in the 15th and 16th
centuries triggered
extensive
demographic and
social changes on
both sides of the
Atlantic.

European expansion
into the Western
Hemisphere caused
intense
sociallreligious,
political, and
economic competition
in Europe and the
promotion of empire
building.

Christopher Columbus...

Columbus’s Legacy...

Exchanges...

Dividing the Americas...

Spanish Exploration and Conquest...

English Claims...

French Claims...

Dutch Claims...

How did European expansion impact European
society?

How did European expansion impact Native
American society?

Which of these consequences were the most
significant? Explain your answer.




7. Spanish Settlements in North America, pp 10-11

Key Concepts &
Main Ideas Notes Analysis
What were three chief features of the Spanish empire in America?

European expansion | Florida...
into the Western a.
Hemisphere caused
intense b.
sociallreligious, .
political, and New Mexico... c.
economic
competition in Identify one cause and one effect of Spanish settlement in North
Europe and the America.
promotion of empire | Texas...
building. Cause:

California... Effect:

8. European Treatment of Native Americans, pp 11-12

Key Concepts &
Main Ideas

Notes

Analysis

Contacts among
American Indians,
Africans, and
Europeans
challenged the
worldviews of each

group.

European overseas
expansion and
sustained contacts
with Africans and
American Indians
dramatically altered
European views of
social, political,
and economic
relationships
among and
between white and
nonwhite peoples

Spanish Policy...

English Policy...

French Policy...

Native American Reaction...

Identify three major consequences of European contact
with American Indians?

a.
b.
c.

Which of these were the most significant? Explain your
answer.

In what ways was English policy toward Native
Americans different from those of France and Spain?

Different from France in that...

Different from Spain in that...

How effective were Native Americans in overcoming the
negative aspects of European policies?




9. Historical Perspectives: Was Columbus a Great Hero? p.13

Key Concepts &

Main Ideas Notes Analysis

European overseas Support or refute the following statement: Christopher
expansion and Washington Irving... Columbus was a hero.

sustained contacts
with Africans and
American Indians President Franklin Roosevelt...
dramatically altered
European views of

social, political, Revisionists... List 3 pieces of evidence to support your answer.
and economic
relationships a.
among and
between white and
nonwhite peoples. Arthur Schlesinger... b.
c.

Fact and fiction...
List 3 pieces of evidence that support the alternate
view.

a.

10. Explain the HIPP of the image below.

Image Source: Public Domain, Library of Congress,
First landing of Columbus on the shores of the
New World, at San Salvador, W.I., Oct. 12th 1492,
Didscoro Tedfilo Puebla Tolin

HIPP+:

Historical Context;

Intended Audience:

Author's Purpose:

Author’s Point of View:

+Other Context (similar in kind, from a different time...give an example of similar theme in a different place/time period):




Name Period Date

Native Cultures Map and Chart
Directions: Then complete the following chart using the packet about Native American tribes and cultures. Also answer the questions at the bottom.

Region Major Tribe(s) in this Region Important Characteristics of the tribes in this region

Mesoamerica
(Central America/
Mexico)

Southwest

Northwest

Great Plains

Midwest

Northeast

1. Why do you think the Great Plains Indians developed nomadic lifestyles? (Hint: think about natural resources)

2. Why do you think societies in the Northeast developed more permanent villages?

3. The cultivation of maize spread from Mexico northward into the Southwest and beyond. How do you think it impacted Native societies in
the Americas?



Directions: Color and label the following regions on the map: Mesoamerica, Southwest, Northwest, Great Plains,
Midwest, Northeast. Be sure to label in pen, not pencil. In each region, label the major tribe(s) that lived there.




Name

Period Date

Comparing Colonization Chart

Nation-State

Areas of Settlement

Reason for/ Purpose of Settlement

Interaction/ Treatment of Indians

Spain

England

France

Holland
(The Dutch)




Name Period Date

Article Review
Title of Article:

Author of Article:

Connections to the Textbook: (what did you read in the article that is related to Chapter 1 that
you read? Use complete sentences) (15 Points)

1.

2.

3.

Summary of the Article: (60 Points)

Things | Learned from the Article (complete sentences): (10 Points)
1.

2.

Questions | Have from the Article and / or Wish to Pose During the Seminar (questions that
can’t be answered by google): (15 Points)

1.

2.

3.



Introduction
*.

The Kaleidoscope of Early Amenca

A T THE OUTBREAK of the American Revolution, the rebelling colonists
solicited the support, or at least the neutrality, of the Indian tribes of the
eastern woodlands in their war against Great Britain. Often, American agents
invoked the shared experiences of white Americans and Indian Americans,
pointing out that they were both native-born Americans facing a common
threat at the hands of tyrannical Britons. “We are sprung from one common
mother, we were all born in this big Island,” American commissioners at
Pittsburgh told visiting Mohawks, Senecas, Delawares, and Shawnees in
1776. Addressing Indian delegates in the Wabash country in 1778, Virginian
George Rogers Clark declared that the “Big Knife [the Indian name for
Virginians in particular, and Americans in general] are very much like the
Red people.” Like the Indians, and unlike the British, he said, the Americans
did not know much about manufacturing, “and live chiefly by making corn,
Hunting and Trade as you do.” Speaking to the Indian tribes around Mon-
treal on behalf of the Continental Congress, Ira Allen of Vermont made
similar claims. He said he loved Indians, and hunted and fought as they did.
In June 1776, when Congress in Philadelphia was debating independence,
John Hancock told visiting Iroquois that the Americans and the Iroquois
were “as one people, and have but one heart.”

Most of this was just council-fire rhetoric. Clark, Allen, and most of the
founding fathers were interested in Indian land, not in a shared Indian
identity. But were the Americans on to something?® Was there an Indian
ingredient in the mixture of influences that made colonists incipient “Ameri-
cans” by 17757 When George Rogers Clark and his ragtag army arrived at
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Vincennes in 1779, the Spanish lieutenant governor in the area was shocked
at how much they resembled Indians in their clothing and their appearance.
Eight years later, another Spaniard described American backwoodsmen on
Florida’s northern frontier as differing from their Indian neighbors only
in their skin color, language, and cunning. Did surface resemblances indi-
cate a deeper and more pervasive Indian imprint on American culture and
character?

In 1066, William the Bastard, duke of Normandy, invaded England to
seize the throne from the Anglo-Saxon King Harold. Defeating and killing
Harold in battle, William marched to London and took possession of the
city, where he had himself crowned king. In the years that followed, the
Normans imposed their government, system of justice, language, and culture
on the conquered English people. What emerged, however, was an Anglo-
Norman mixture, exemplified in the English language. The names for ani-
mals derive from the Anglo-Saxon words of the people who tended the
livestock: sheep, cow, and pig; the names for the animals’ meat derive from
the words of the French-speaking Normans who dined on them: mutton,
beef, and pork. Eventually, the Norman conquerors and their culture were
absorbed by the conquered. Change occurred and England was never the
same again, but it remained English. Such cultural confluences have been
part of the give and take between conquered peoples and their conquerors
for thousands of years throughout the world.

It would be unusual, then, if America, a country that prides itself and even
stakes its identity on the multiplicity of peoples in its past and present
makeup, did not illustrate the same phenomenon. After 1492, Europeans
invaded America in ever-increasing numbers. Over the centuries, they builta
new nation and a new society, and changed forever the American world they
had invaded. But they became Americans.

The idea is not new. Many writers have pointed the way to an understand-
ing of early America as a world of mixed and mixing peoples, with a substan-
tial Indian presence. Frenchman Hector St. John de Crévecoeur noted that
America in the late eighteenth century demonstrated “that strange mixture of
blood, which you will find in no other country” Moreau de Saint-Méry went
so far as to assert that “the American is the perfect mean between the
European and the Indian.” More than a hundred years ago, Frederick Jack-
son Turner, in a famous study of the American frontier which has since been
justly criticized and has fallen into disfavor, offered some of the same sugges-

2 NEW WORLDS FOR ALL

tions, although attributing change to environmental determinism rather than
cultural interaction and employing language that today sounds dated and
perhaps offensive:

The frontier is the line of most rapid and effective Americanization. The wil-
derness masters the colonist. It finds him a European in dress, industries,
tools, modes of travel, and thought. It takes him from the railroad car and
puts him in the birch canoe. It strips off the garments of civilization and ar-
rays him in the hunting shirt and the moccasin. It puts him in the log cabin
of the Cherokee and Iroguois and runs an Indian palisade around him. Be-
fore long he has gone to planting Indian corn and plowing with a sharp
stick; he shouts the war cry and takes the scalp in orthodox Indian fashion.
In short, at the frontier the environment is at first too strong for the man. He
must accept the conditions which it furnishes, or perish, and 5o he fits him-
self into the clearings and follows the Indian trails. Little by little he trans-
forms the wilderness, but the outcome is not the old Europe. . . . The fact is,
that here is a new product that is American.

In Turner’s view of history, the wilderness and “free land” exerted powerful
transforming influences on European colonists. But Turner’s wilderness
America was largely myth: European settlers often lived in reoccupied In-
dian towns, ate Indian foods, and dealt with Indian people on a regular basis.
Human influences were as important as environmental ones in shaping the
new America.

Anthropologist Jack Weatherford thinks that the “scramble of peoples
and cultures in North America has created a cultural mixture that probably
will not be repeated in world history until we encounter life on another
planet.” Historian Gary Nash points out that the continuous interaction of
diverse cultural groups in colonial America produced “a conglomeration of
cultural entities.” People tend to construct their cultures in interaction with
one another, not in isolation. Frank Shuffleton, considering the people of
early America “a mixed race,” defines ethnicity not as something static and
constant but as “a dynamic relation between different cultural groups.” who
continually modify their understanding of themselves in light of shifting
relationships with others. So, for example, English immigrants to New En-
gland tried to impose their culture on the Indian peoples living there, but
“they were being ethnically transformed themselves in the process of con-
fronting and being confronted by the people they found already on the
ground.” Europeans became Americans and Americans became different
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from Europeans “because they had to confront significantly different ethnic
groups that they would eventually include, sometimes reluctantly, sometimes
violently, as part of the meaning of America” In Shuffleton’s view, the
multiethnic character of America was well established long before the Ameri-
can Revolution,

The new societies that grew out of the interaction of peoples in early
America were amalgams, combining Indian as well as European and African
influences. Felix Cohen, author of the Handbook of Indian Law, wrote in
1952 that American historians had paid too much attention to military victo-
ries and territorial expansion and had failed to appreciate “that in agricul-
ture, in government, in sport, in education and in our views of nature and
our fellow men, it is the first Americans who have taken captive their battle-
field conquerors.” Cohen thought that the real epic of America was “the yet
unfinished story of the Americanization of the white man.”

Ethuohistorian James Axtell has written numerous lucid and suggestive
essays and books in which he examines the contest and confluence of cul-
tures in colonial North America. “Without the Indians,” says Axtell, “Amer-
ica would not be America as we know it.” In situations of culture contact,
“one culture may predominate and teach more than it learns,” but “the edu-
cational process is always mutual.” And the Indian imprint on American so-
ciety occurred most significantly in the formative, colonial era. Even Bernard
Bailyn, a historian of the old school often criticized for ignoring women,
ordinary people, and minorities in his view of the nation’s past, recognizes
that what he called the “mingling of primitivism and civilization” constituted
“an essential ingredient of early American culture.”

Europeans did not come to America to become Indians or even, in the
early days, to become “Americans.” They came, for the most part, to recreate
in the New World the kind of communities they had left in the Old, with
some improvements. By the eighteenth century, however, travelers and com-
mentators regularly complained that the European settlers they encountered
living on the frontier were “little better than” their Indian neighbors. They
dressed, ate, hunted, grew corn, behaved, and even locked like Indians.
According to German traveler Johann David Schoepf in the 1780s, they also
acquired “similar ways of thinking.” The complaints were not without foun-
dation. As David Weber observes of Spanish experiences in North America,
“However much they wished to conserve the familiar, Spaniards’ scauty
numbers and resources left them with no choice but to make concessions to
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their strange new environment and, on occasion, to learn from natives who
understood local conditions better than they” Spanish colonists avoided
changes that challenged their fundamental values, and they preserved the
core of their culture intact, but they also wore Indian clothes, ate Indian
foods, married Indian women, produced half-Indian children, and learned
to speak Indian languages.

The nature and the degree of exchanges varied from region to region, and
from time to time, according to the people who inhabited and invaded the
area. Colonists from different regions of Europe developed varying relations
with different Indian tribes, and did so in a variety of circumstances. His-
panic people in the Southwest and Frenchmen in Canada, the Great Lakes,
and Louisiana generally intermingled more freely with Indian peoples than
did English settlers on the Atantic seaboard. A Franciscan friar in 1631
complained that Spaniards in New Mexico were “reared from childhood
subject to the customs of [the] Indians,” and the Indian imprint on society is
visible today more clearly in New Mexico than in New England. In the Great
Lakes region, in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, Frenchmen
and Algonkian Indians created what ethnohistorian Richard White calls “a
middle ground,” where the French and Indian worlds “melted at the edges
and merged” and where it became unclear “whether a particular practice or
way of doing things was French or Indian.” According to cultural geogra-
phers Terry Jordan and Matti Kaups, interactions and cultural exchanges
were greatest in “Midland America,” where Swedish and Finnish settlers in
the Delaware Valley established good relations with the local Indians and
produced a mixed backwoods culture that later pioneers carried to large
areas of America. The culture of immigrant Saro-Karelian Finns, joined to
the indigenous culture of the Delaware Indians, “yielded all the essential
ingredients of a syncretistic Midland American colonizing system.” Subse-
quent generations of Scotch-Irish immigrants adopted the Finnish-Indian
techniques of forest colonization they found in the Delaware Valley and
pushed west and southwest. They added their own genetic and cultural
input to early American backwoods culture and society, and only rarely
replicated the patterns of peaceful coexistence forged by Finns and Dela-
wares. New York’s Mohawk Valley was the scene of bitter fighting during the
American Revolution, but the eighteenth-century valley was more often a
place where Indians and Europeans talked, traded, and intermarried, where
some Indians drank tea and some Europeans tattooed their faces.
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Many colonists from many places, at many times, interacted with Indian
people, lived in Indian country, and adopted and adapted Indian ways.
Writing in the middle of the eighteenth century, Swedish botanist Peter Kalm
said that his countrymen who had come to America in the seventeenth
century “were accused of being already half Indians when the English ar-
rived,” but noted, “we still see that the French, English, Germans, Dutch,
and other Europeans, who have lived for several years in distant provinces,
near and among the Indians, grow so like them in their behavior and thought
that they can only be distinguished by the difference of their color.”

Early America in the wake of European invasion became a cacophony of
languages, peoples, and cultures. In this “kaleidoscope of human encoun-
ters,” Indians and Europeans made what historian T. H. Breen calls “cre-
ative adaptations” to new places and new peoples. What emerged was some-
thing different, for both Indians and Europeans, from what had gone before.
In his excellent history of the Catawba Indians, James Merrell has shown
how invasions from Europe created a new world for Native peoples in North
America. At first, European colonists had to fit into an Indian world and
adapt to the Indians’ ways of doing things. As the Europeans adapted to and
then transformed America, however, eventually the Indians had to fit into a
European world. “Like their new neighbors,” writes Merrell, “Indians had
to blend old and new ways that would permit them to survive in the present
and prepare for the future without utterly forsaking the past.” Both groups of
peoples had to make adjustments, but not at the same time, place, or rate. By
the end of the colonial era, Indians and Europeans alike had created new
societies in America. The European societies displayed evidence of change;
many Indian societies had changed beyond recognition.

However, the adjustments made by Europeans were not insignificant, and
they were sometimes fundamental. European immigrants brought with them
a cargo of germs, guns, goods, animals, religious zeal, land hunger, and

cultural preconceptions that turned America into a new, and often night- -

marish, world for Indian peoples. But those immigrants also brought with
them personal belongings, inconsequential to anyone but themselves, mental
pictures of friends and relatives they would not see again, private memories
of sights, sounds, and smells in places where they had spent most if not all of
their lives. Writing home from Pennsylvania in 1725, the son of Welsh immi-
grants recalled his parents talking about the world they had left: “Frequently
during long winter evenings, would they in merry mood prolong their con-
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versation about their native land till midnight; and even after they had retired
to rest, they would sometimes fondly recall to each other’s recollection some
man, or hill, house, or rock.” Such people did not leave “Europe”-—the term
had little meaning and less emotive appeal to most of them. They left a little
and local world of regions, distinct dialects, familiar places, and human
communities. Life would never be the same for them. Simply by leaving the
place of their birth, they cut themselves off from ancient cycles of life and
death and embraced a future unknown to their parents and ancestors.

That future involved building a new society and taking on a new identity.
As early as the seventeenth century, New England Puritans worried that
conquering the American wilderness and coming into contact with Ameri-
can Indians would alter the colonists’ English culture and their sense of
themselves as English people. Their American experience threatened to give
the colonists a new identity—something deeply troubling to Puritan English-
men in a new world. Originally, the term “American” referred to Indians, the
first Americans. By the time of the Revolution, it designated England’s
former colonists who were creating a new nation. The colonists who dressed
as Mohawk Indians to dump British tea into Boston Harbor in 1774 were
not trying to disguise themselves. They were proclaiming a new, American
identity. ~

Through it all, there were Indian people who, despite massive changes in
the world around them, preserved intact their fundamental worldview and
tribal values, just as there were Europeans who experienced little or no
interaction with Indian people or for whom such interaction had little mean-
ing and left no lasting impression. Nevertheless, many Indian people had to
find new ways of surviving, of being Indian, in the new world created by the
invasions from Europe, and many Europeans assimilated Indian elements
into their new definition of themselves as Americans. By 1800, colonists in
America had secured political, if not yet cultural and economic, indepen-
dence from Great Britain. An “American”™ was now a citizen of the new
country, the United States, not a Native American. The new Americans
figuratively turned their faces away from Europe and toward “their” new
country. The “backcountry” of the eighteenth century became the “frontier”
of the nineteenth century. But it was all Indian country, and it left its imprint,

however subtle, on the people who entered it and on the societies they built
there.
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